VARIOUS CONQUESTS
cal aside 'I don't think!'; but he had merely been cut off while
remarking 'I don't think that was too long, do you?5
By 1923 wireless began to enjoy a boom of which notice was
taken by advertisers, though the American system of advertis-
ing directly by wireless was forbidden in the B.B.G.'s charter.
Rinso, for instance, used the slogan 'Rinso washes while you
listen in', and showed a housewife sitting in an arm-chair by the
fireside wearing earphones, while a tub of washing soaked in a
corner. But the B.B.G. was having trouble with its revenue. The
Post Office proposed that wireless sets should be taxed accord-
ing to their type. Only bona-fide experimenters were to be exempt
from the tax. Most listeners bought the parts of their sets and
assembled them at home, regarding themselves as bona-fide ex-
perimenters. The cost of keeping up the B.B.G. thus fell upon
the wireless manufacturers, who naturally complained. People
were, in fact, more attracted by the fun of putting sets together
and trying to make theni work than by the prospect of actually
listening. Professor A. M. Low, the scientist, considered that this
hobby might have considerable educational value, especially for
women. He urged women to buy for thirty shillings the parts of
a crystal set and a booklet on how to put them together; it
would amuse them in their homes and teach them handicraft.
Even in 1924 broadcast programmes were still short and lack-
ing in variety; but great excitement was aroused in August of
that year by apparently serious attempts to pick up messages
from Mars. The tests were made with twenty-four-valve sets, the
largest and most powerful yet constructed. The chief object was
to test the practicability of multi-valve sets, but it was also '
decided to try to pick up again the mysterious signals which
Signer Marconi had heard three years before, and which were
popularly supposed to come from Mars. No signals from Mars
were heard, but much was found out about the uses of valves.
To have a set with a large numberof valves became a suburban
snobbery, like the number of cylinders in pre-war motoring.
Science had gradually become the faith of numerous cold-
blooded people who had no use for revealed religion: their creed
was limited to: 'I believe in things only in so far as they conform
predictably to the known laws of the universe/ They also had a
morality: to judge nothing on insufficient evidence, not to make
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